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AGENDA

I. Introduction (15 min)

(15 )

II. Presentation (30 min)

(30 )

III. Comments and Feedback (45 min)

(45 )

IV. Youth Art Contest Awards (20 min)

(20 )



PRIVATE SECTORCOMMUNITY

GOVERNMENT

Circles of the Community 

Consensus

Cooperation

Commitment



VISION

1. Chinatown will be a diverse residential neighborhood anchored by 

immigrant and working class families.

2. Chinatown will be a sustainable social, economic and cultural hub for 

a network of Asian American communities in neighboring suburbs.

3. Chinatown will enhance its history and character as a unique 

neighborhood and cultural center that is important to the city, state, 

and region.

4. Chinatown will develop and diversify its economy by building on both 

its cultural identity and strategic location.



GOALS

1. Preserve and strengthen Chinatown as a gateway for new immigrants and as a 

regional center for Chinese and Asian American culture and services;

; 

2. Ensure the preservation of existing affordable housing;

3. Expand the number and range of housing options with a priority on low and 

moderate-income family housing;

, ; 

4. Identify, create and prepare community members and businesses for economic 

development opportunities which will serve the needs of local residents, the 

regional Asian American community, neighboring institutions, and the Downtown 

and Theater District;

; 

5. Increase public safety, improve the pedestrian environment, and engage in 

transportation planning to address community needs;

; 



6. Foster a more sustainable and greener community;

7. Cultivate a healthier and cleaner environment;

8. Expand civic spaces by bringing back a library and increasing park facilities;

;

9. Develop policies that improve the quality of life for community members;

; 

10. Increase community civic participation and political representation;

; 

11. Reaffirm Chinatownôs connections with adjacent neighbors.

GOALS



Study area covers 

5 zoning districts 

ÅChinatown

ÅSouth Station EDA

ÅSouth End

ÅMidtown Cultural District

ÅLeather

Land Use



People of Chinatown ï



People of Chinatown ï
Comparative Overview of Chinatown and Boston 2008 

Chinatown Boston

Population

2008 Estimate 2008 9,275 589,823

2000 Census 8,537 589,069

1990 Census 6,434 574,211

2008 Estimated Population 

by Single Race Classification

2008

White Alone 3,788 40.8% 319,899 54.2%

Black or African American 

Alone
660 7.1% 139,447 23.6%

Asian Alone 4,372 47.1% 47,702 8.1%

Other Races (Incl Nat. Am. &  

Pacific Islanders) 455 4.9% 82,775 14.0%

Data Source: Nielsen-Claritas - Census Updates 2008

Nielsen-Claritas-2008



People of Chinatown ï
Comparative Overview of Chinatown and Boston 2008

Chinatown Boston

2008 Estimated Population by 

Age 2008 9,275 589,823
Age 0 ï17

0 17 1,263 13.6% 118,712 20%
Age 18 to 24

18 24 1,573 17.0% 77,688 13.2%
Age 25 to 49

25 49 3,041 32.8% 243,416 41.3%
Age 50 to 64

50 64 1,413 15.2% 86,296 14.6%
Age 65 and over

65 1,985 21.4% 63,710 10.8%
Age 85 and over

85 336 3.6% 10,129 1.7%

Data Source: Nielsen-Claritas - Census Updates 2008

Nielsen-claritas-2008



People of Chinatown ï
Comparative Overview of Chinatown and Boston 2008
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Data Source: Nielsen-Claritas - Census Updates 2008
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Housing 

Highlights

Å4,066 total residential units in Chinatown

4066

Å2,094 (51%) affordable units

2,094 51 ) 

Å1,246 total new housing units built since 2000 

(1,063 market-rate/183 affordable)

2000 1246

1063 /183

Å1,240 new units are currently permitted for construction

1240

Å71% of all residential units are one bedroom or studio

71



ÅEscalating housing prices are contributing to a decrease 

of  middle-income households.

ÅLower housing costs and greater home ownership 

opportunities are available in nearby suburban 

communities which is attracting Chinatown residents to 

relocate.

Å525 units of Section 8 contracts will expire in 2012

8 525 2012

Å620 units Section 8 contracts will expire in 2025

8 620 2025

Housing 



Economy

Highlights

Å300 businesses in the Chinatown business district 

compared to 176 in 1988.

300 1988 176

ÅRetail shops employ between 2 to 5 employees

2 5

ÅBakeries and restaurants employ between 5 to 20 

employees for restaurants and bakeries.

5 20

ÅChinatown businesses including institutional and 

health services employ nearly 11,000 people .

11000 .

ÅAbout 65% of the employees work for the health 

care and food industry.

65



ÅEmerging businesses and industries include 

hotels, creative economy businesses, and construction. 

ÅThere is a lack of affordable spaces for new small 

businesses. 

ÅChinatown residents are concentrated in the lowest 

paying industry sectors

ÅPrioritize workforce development services to help 

residents become more marketable and achieve 

economic self-sufficiency include career 

counseling, English for Speakers of Other Languages 

(ESOL); bridge programs to transition from ESOL to job 

training, GED preparation, and job training services. 

ESOL ;

Economy



Improving Quality of Life

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE 

ÅOpening of Chinatown Park 

ÅTufts University Posner Hall Park

ÅRedesign of Mary Soo Hoo Park 

PUBLIC SAFETY

ÅIncrease public safety and crime watch.

ÅInstall and maintain lights for visibility and 

safety. 

Photo: Darren Tow, Asian Boston Magazine



TRAFFIC AND PARKING

ÅImprove vehicle and pedestrian safety

ÅLack of affordable parking spaces.

ÅMitigate air and noise pollution 

ÅHigh prevalence of asthma among Josiah 

Quincy School elementary school students.

TRASH

ÅNeed to increase trash collection and street 

cleaning. 

ÅEducation campaign on keeping Chinatown 

clean 

Improving Quality of Life



Community Plan 
Anchors and Potential Development Sites


